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Mr. President,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

Let me, at the outset, reiterate CANZ's full and unequivocal support for the International
Criminal Court. Over a remarkably short period, the international community's vision
has been fransformed into reality with the creation of this permanent institution, which is
poised to start the New Year with the opening of the trial of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, a
former Congolese militia leader. Nevertheless, the Court still faces challenges, which
must be met in order to ensure its effectiveness:

Cooperation

Meeting these challenges requires the cooperation of all states. All stakeholders in the
fight against impunity must work together to ensure accountability for those individuals
responsible for the most serious international crimes. Only in this way will the Court
succeed in fulfiling its mandate. CANZ calls for Security Council attention to
International Criminal Court matters in its discussions on peace and security.

The surrender by the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo of Germain
Katanga to the Court is an example of the important cooperation needed. CANZ
welcomes and commends this surrender, which is representative of the results that can
be achieved through the cooperation of the situation country.

Developing cooperative relationships is crucial in combating criminal impunity. CANZ
therefore welcomes the recommendation put forth in the Report of the Hague Working’
Group to appoint a focal point to work closely with the Court. An example of the
importance CANZ places on cooperative relationships with the ICC is the arrangement
recently signed by New Zealand to provide specific cooperation to the Court.

Support for cooperative relationships between the Court and other international
institutions is also important. We welcome both the positive relationship agreement
between the ICC and the UN, as well as the unique and unprecedented cooperation
between the ICC and the Spema! Court for Sierra Leone, particularly regarding the
assistance being provided in relation to the trial of Charles Taylor.

More cooperation is needed, however, particularly vis-a-vis the six outstanding arrest
warrants in the Darfur and Uganda investigations. CANZ urges the Government of
Sudan to take all steps to arrest and surrender Minister of State for Humanitarian
Affairs, Ahmad Harun, and militia leader Ali Kushayb. Acting on the arrest warrants will
demonstrate not only respect for the rule of law but also support for international
criminal justice generally

A particularly challenging issue facing the ICC Prosecutor is how to reconcile
simultaneous conflict resolution initiatives with an investigation or prosecution by the
Prosecutor's office, as is the case with the situation of northern Uganda. CANZ wishes



Pacific, including Ministers and senior government officials, to promote accession to, or
ratification of, the Rome Statute. Australia continues to consider options for engaging in
further ICC outreach within the region. In Canada, funding has been provided since
2000 to support projects in every region of the world aimed at increasing ratification of
the Rome Statute, promoting the effective functioning of the Court, and providing
education and outreach on the Court.

CANZ is pleased that there are now 105 States Parties to the Rome Statute. We
welcome Japan as the newest State Party and hope that its accession will encourage
further States to join. The growing membership demonstrates that the majority of the
world's states continue to place their confidence in the provisions of the Rome Statute
and in the independent, responsible and effective judicial institution it establishes.

Mr. President,
In conclusion, CANZ remains a committed supporter of the effective operation of the
ICC. As the Court moves forward it needs, more than ever, the practical, political and

moral support of states, international organizations and civil society in order to succeed
in achieving its broader objectives.

Thank you, Mr. President.



