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GLOBAL COALITION SAYS ANNIVERSARY OF ICC ARREST WARRANTS FOR DARFUR A
LiTMUS TEST FOR SECURITY COUNCIL

New York, New York. Exactly one year ago on 27 April 2008, the Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, issued warrants for the arrest of Ahmad
Muhammad Harun and Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman (more commonly known as Ali
Kushayb), citing the two as bearing responsibility for grave crimes committed in the troubled
region of Darfur, Sudan between 2003 and 2004.

To date—despite the referral of the situation to the Court by the United Nations Security Council
in 2005—neither suspect has been apprehended.

“The issuance of the Court’s arrest warrants in Darfur, which was the first concerted action by the
international community to address the conflict, is testing the global resolve to end impunity for
unspeakable horrors,” said Program Director of the Coalition for the International Criminal Court,
Tanya Karanasios.

“Failure to ensure that both Kushayb and Harun are brought to the ICC compromises the Security
Council’s legitimacy and its mandate to maintain international peace and security. It has been one
year too long for the victims of the conflict who continue to pay the price for the Sudanese
government’s blatant disregard for human rights,” she said.

On 31 March 2005, the Security Council adopted Resolution 1593 referring the situation in
Darfur to the ICC’s Office of the Prosecutor. In accordance with the Rome Statute, the founding
treaty of the ICC, the prosecutor officially opened an investigation on 1 June 2005. Following an
investigation that spanned 17 countries, the ICC prosecutor charged Harun and Kushayb with
criminal responsibility in relation to 51 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. These
include charges of rape, murder, persecution, torture, forcible transfer, destruction of property,
attacks against civilians and severe deprivation of liberty.

Since the accusations were levied, the Sudanese government has openly defied the Court and the
international community. The government of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir has
consistently refused to cooperate with the Court. In addition, Ali Kushayb, who had been
imprisoned by Sudanese authorities on unrelated charges, was released in October 2007 for “lack
of evidence.” And Ahmad Harun who was previously State Minister of the Interior responsible
for the government’s Darfur Security Desk at the time of the crimes, was last year promoted to
State Minister for Humanitarian Affairs in Darfur with direct authority over the victims of his
alleged crimes. Most recently, Harun was tasked with the role of Sudanese government liaison
with UNAMID, the United Nations-African Union hybrid peacekeeping mission in Darfur.

“Our call to the Security Council, and the international community at large, is clear: ensure the
immediate arrest and surrender of Harun and Kushayb,” said Karanasios. “Anything less than this
calls into question the global commitment to heed the cries of ‘never again’ that were issued more
than a half century ago.”

To learn more about the Court’s investigation in Darfur, see http://www.iccnow.org/?mod=darfur
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List of NGO Experts on Darfur:

Mr. Richard Dicker, Director, International Justice
Program, Human Rights Watch (New York, USA)
Mobile tel: +1 917 747 6731

Email: dickerr@hrw.org

Mr. Dismas Nkunda, Darfur Consortium and
International Refugee Rights Initiative (Kampala,
Uganda)

Tel: +256414340274

Mobile tel: +256 75 331 0404

E-mail: dismas.nkunda@refugee-rights.org

Mr. Osman Hummaida (for interviews in Arabic), former
Director of the Sudanese Organization Against Torture
(London, UK)

Tel: +44 795 609 5738

Email: oshirazu@hotmail.com

Mr. Salih Mahmoud Osman, Sudanese MP and
Human Rights Lawyer (Khartoum, Sudan)
Mobile tel: +2499 1800 5585

E-mail: salihmahmoudosman@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Christopher Hall, Senior Legal Adviser, Amnesty
International (London, UK)

Tel.: +44 207 413 5733

E-mail: chall@amnesty.org

Ms. Betsy Apple, Director, Crimes Against
Humanity Program, Human Rights First (New York,
USA)

Tel: +1 212 845 5243

Email: AppleB@HumanRightsFirst.org

Mr. Habib Nassar (for interviews in Arabic), Pennoyer
Fellow, Human Rights First (New York, USA)

Tel: +1 212 845 5226

Mobile tel: +1 646 280 8670

Email: NassarH@HumanRightsFirst.org

Mariana Goetz, ICC Programme Adviser,
REDRESS Trust (London, UK)
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7793 1777 ext. 203

Ms. Brigid Inder, Executive Director, Women's Initiatives
for Gender Justice (The Hague, The Netherlands)

Tel: +31 70 302 9911

Mobile tel: +31 62 03807184

Email: brigid@iccwomen.org

Mr. John Washburn, Convener, American NGO
Caoalition for the ICC (New York, USA)

Tel: +1 212 907 1317;

Email: jwashburn@unausa.org

Dr. Karine Bonneau, Director of the International Justice
Desk, Fédération Internationale des Ligues des Droits de
L’Homme (FIDH - International Federation for Human
Rights) (Paris, France)

Tel: +33 143551156

Mobile tel: +33 6 72 34 87 59

Email: kbonneau@fidh.org

Ms. Alison Smith, Legal Counsel, No Peace Without
Justice (Brussels, Belgium)

Mobile tel: +32 486 986 235

Email: alison@sensible.it

Dr. David Donat Cattin, Director of Programmes,
Parliamentarians for Global Action (Rome, Italy)
Mobile tel: +39 333 166 0309

Email: donat@pgaction.org

Dr.Khalid Cherkaoui Semmouni

President, Centre Marocain des Droits de I'Homme
(Rabat, Morocco)

Mobile Tel: +212 68 68 11 38

E-mail: semmouni2003@yahoo.fr

Important notice: The Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC), an independent
NGO movement, is dedicated to the establishment of the International Criminal Court as a fair,
effective, and independent international organization. The Coalition as a whole, and its
secretariat, does not endorse or promote specific investigations or prosecutions or take a position
on situations before the ICC. However, individual CICC members may endorse referrals, provide
legal and other support on investigations, or develop partnerships with local and other

organizations in the course of their efforts.
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