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16 July 2010

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE DAY: WORLD CELEBRATES 12TH ANNIVERSARY OF
NEW GLOBAL SYSTEM TO END IMPUNITY
Global Coalition Urges States to Deliver on Review Conference Commitments and
Reiterates its Call for Universality of the Rome Statute

New York, NY — Tomorrow 17 July the world will celebrate International Justice Day, in honor
of the anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute, the founding treaty of the International
Criminal Court (ICC). International Justice Day is a reminder of the urgency for all States
committed to justice to ensure continued support for the Rome Statute’s international justice
system, the Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC) said today.

Twelve years ago on this date, the Rome Statute was adopted by an overwhelming vote of 120
nations. Today, 111 nations have joined the Court and the number keeps growing. Coalition
members will celebrate this day in solidarity with victims of crimes against humanity, genocide
and war crimes through a number of worldwide events.

“International Justice Day is a time to affirm that victims of crimes against humanity, genocide
and war crimes deserve redress and that the ICC treaty is a great victory for the protection of
universal human rights and the advancement of human security” said CICC Convenor William
R Pace. “Most of the ad hoc and special tribunals have begun the process of winding down.
So today, we urge all States, international organizations, civil society and the world’'s media to
reaffirm their commitment to justice, and to the goal that all nations should ratify the Rome
Statute of the ICC, the world’s only permanent system for international criminal justice,” he
added.

International Justice Day is an opportunity for the world community to celebrate the historic
advances in ending impunity for the worst crimes in international law. Since 1993, 181 trials,
dealing with terrible crimes committed in 12 countries have been held by six international and
special tribunals. Similar trials for the gravest crimes are ongoing at national level. 2 trials are
being conducted at the ICC so far, investigations in 5 countries were opened, and twelve
arrest warrants and three summonses to appear were issued. Allegations of crimes committed
in many other countries are being considered by the ICC Prosecutor.

This year, International Justice Day takes place only a few weeks after the conclusion of the
first Review Conference of the ICC Rome Statute, which was held in Kampala, Uganda from
31 May to 11 June. At the Conference, ICC Member States agreed upon amendments to the
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Rome Statute. In particular, the Review Conference adopted a definition for the Crime of
Aggression as well as provisions governing the terms of the Court’s ability to investigate and
prosecute individuals for the crime of aggression. In Kampala, States also made important
commitments on the issues of cooperation, complementarity, victims and affected communities
and peace and justice. The Coalition for the ICC now calls on States to turn words into
concrete actions.

These actions may take the form of encouraging states that have not done so to join the Rome
Statute; ratifying the Agreement on privileges and immunities (APIC); implementing the Rome
Statute into national law; showing consistent public support for international justice and the
work of the Court; responding positively to the Court’s cooperation requests; signing
enforcement of sentences or victims and witnesses and victims relocation agreements with the
ICC; and providing funds to the Trust Fund for Victims as well as to the Court so that it can
improve its outreach and related field work. Civil society, cultural, and educational initiatives
for international justice should also be supported.

The Coalition for the ICC is a civil society network of 2,500 organizations in 150 countries
advocating for a fair, effective and independent ICC. Through this committed global
partnership, the Coalition’s guiding mission is to make justice universally accessible for victims
of the gravest crimes in an effort to secure lasting peace.

CICC NGO experts are available for interviews and background. List available upon request to:
maillet@coalitionfortheicc.org or rodriguez@coalitionfortheicc.org

For additional information, please visit the Coalition’s website at:
http://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/

To participate in our blog “In Situ: See justice through the eyes of civil society”, visit:
www.coalitionfortheicc.org/blog

Important notice: The Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC) is a civil society network in 150
countries advocating for a fair, effective and independent ICC and improved access to justice for victims of
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. The Coalition as a whole, and its secretariat, does not
endorse or promote specific investigations or prosecutions or take a position on situations before the ICC.
However, individual CICC members may endorse referrals, provide legal and other support on investigations,
or develop partnerships with local and other organizations in the course of their efforts.
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